
2018 NYSAC Legislative Conference 
Standing Committee on Medicaid and Human Services 
Resolution #2 

 
Resolution Calling on the Governor and Legislature to Reverse the Foster 

Care Cost Shift Implemented in the 2017-18 State Budget 
 
WHEREAS, the 2017-18 state budget included a reduction in state reimbursement 
support for foster care that will cost counties and New York City more than $62 million 
annually; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties and advocates strongly opposed the cut because it will require 
counties to make up the difference with cuts to other human services, including 
preventive services contracts; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties have extremely limited options to control foster care costs and 
placements due to the orders of judges and the growing substance abuse epidemics that 
are ravishing many communities across the state, forcing placements outside of the 
home as parents, and/or children struggle with beating their addiction; and 

 
WHEREAS, addressing the current opioid and heroin scourge brings with it longer and 
costlier stays in care that require intensive mental health, drug abuse and behavioral 
health counseling and treatment regimens; and 

 
WHEREAS, in addition to more intensive services required in foster care today, the 
age of children entering the system is falling, triggering other critical and lengthy service 
needs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the concurrent enactment of legislation that raises the age of criminal 
responsibility in New York from 16 to 18 will likely increase demand for foster care 
services; and 

 
WHEREAS, this state foster care reimbursement cut is another in a long series of state 
funding cuts to human services programs including Safety Net, adoption subsidies, food 
stamp administration, child support enforcement, juvenile justice and reintegration 
programs for incarcerated individuals returning to the community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the state funding cuts to foster care and these other programs impacts the 
ability of counties to provide critical prevention supports that can keep children and 
families at-risk out of the foster care system in the first instance, and undermines state 
and local efforts to achieve permanency for children; and 

 
WHEREAS, the state foster care cut equaled 74 percent of the allowable property tax 
cap growth for the average county, and for 20 counties the cut was greater that their 
entire allowable property tax cap growth. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association 
of Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and Legislature to reverse the state 
reimbursement cuts to foster care enacted in the 2017-18 budget, and to also 
gradually restore funding cuts in other key human services programs; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 
to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others 
deemed necessary and proper. 

 


